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Directions for Completing 
Grades 3–6 FSA ELA Reading Paper-Based Items 

 
The purpose of this handout is to orient test administrators and students to the types of 
test items that may appear on the Grades 3–6 FSA English Language Arts (ELA) 
Reading assessment. Students will use this handout to practice responding to the item 
types, not working the sample items, as passages are not provided. Students may also 
access this handout and other resources on the portal 
(http://www.fsassessments.org/fsa.html) to practice on their own. 
 
 
1) For multiple-choice items, choose the best answer from the answer choices, and fill in one 

bubble for the correct answer. Fill in the bubble by making a solid mark that completely fills 
the circle.  

 
Example 1:  

 
 

2) For multiselect items, choose more than one correct answer from the answer choices, and 
fill in the bubbles beside each correct answer choice. The number of answers you need to 
choose will appear in bold, so be sure to read the item carefully. 
 
Example 2: 

 

http://www.fsassessments.org/fsa.html
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3) For selectable text items, fill in the bubble before a word, phrase, or sentence that you want 

to select. This type of item will ask you to select one or more words, phrases, or sentences 
from a passage, so read the item carefully to know how to respond. 
 
Example 3: 
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4) Multi-part items will ask you to respond to two related questions. The two parts of the item 
may be either multiple-choice (one answer), multiselect (more than one answer), or 
selectable text (one or more answers). Read the item carefully to know how to respond to 
each question. 

 

Example 4:  
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5) For table match items, you will use the information in the table to provide your answer. 
You will be required to match the information from each row to the corresponding column. 
Fill in the bubbles based on the instructions to respond to this item type.  
 
Example 5: 

 
 

6) For editing task items, you will read a passage with several underlined words or phrases 
that may be incorrect. You will then be asked to decide how to correct these underlined 
portions (if they are not already correct). 

Following the passage, some editing task items will ask you to review a sentence with an 
underlined word or phrase and to fill in one bubble to correct the sentence. If the sentence is 
already correct and requires no change, fill in the bubble marked “correct as is.”  

 
Example 6a: 
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Other editing task items will not repeat the sentence from the passage, but will ask you to 
choose the correct answer after you have referred back to the passage. The item number 
corresponds to the same number in the left margin of the passage, showing you where the 
underlined portion of the question can be found in the passage. Fill in one bubble to correct 
the word or phrase, or if it is already correct and requires no change, fill in the bubble 
marked “correct as is.” 
 
Example 6b: 

 
 

 


